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DirecTOrR CARUSO TESTIFIES BEFORE
JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEES

In astatement to the joint meeting with the House and Senate Standing Committeeson
Judiciary and the House A ppropriations Subcommittee on Corrections, Director
Patricia Caruso outlined stepsthe department hastaken to address actionsthat led to
thereinstatement of suspected murderer Patrick Selepak’sparole.

Changesin policiesand procedures have a ready beeninstituted and athorough
investigationisunder way to seeif errorswere made. ThreeMDOC employeeshave
been suspended pending the outcome of an investigationinto thesituation by the
department’sinternal affairsoffice.

“Thesearetragic circumstances and there are no wordsto describethishorrible
Stuation,” Director Caruso told the committee. “ You must know that corrections staff
take prideinthedifficult jobsthey do every day.”

Thedirector aso acknowledged the seriousness of staff’sresponsibility to the safety of
thepublic.

“Weall fed terribleabout it,” said Director Caruso. “ But staff did not kill thosethree
people”

“ AsCorrections professiona swedo difficult jobsand makedifficult decisonsevery
day,” said Director Caruso. “ Thisonly servesto heightenthefact that every jobis
important and livesareresting on them. Each of usmust take our work serioudly.”

Patrick Selepak was paroled on June 14, 2005 after serving almost eight yearsin
prison for Armed Robbery, Larceny inaBuilding and Escape Prison. On November
8, 2005, parolee Selepak was arrested by his parole officer at the Macomb County
Parole Officein Mount Clemensand charged with violating conditionsof hisparole.

These charges surrounded an October 27, 2005, incident in which Chesterfield
Township Policewere called to aresidenceregarding adomestic assault. Parolee
Selepak was ordered returned to prison on November 9, 2005, and was moved to a
correctional facility in Jackson on November 10, 2005. Patrick Selepak wasrel eased
from prison and reinstated on parole on January 10, 2006.

Parolee Selepak was arrested in Owosso on Tuesday, February 21, 2006. FY.L



